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President of Ewha University

Greetings to Ewhaians in the distant North America! It
is with great pleasure and gratitude that I am sending
this message to the Ewha Womans University Alumnae
Association of North America. Though oceans away,
vou have shown steadfast support and love for your
alma mater which have allowed us to dream and hope
for an even brighter future for Ewha, Each time I meet
with our proud alumnae, I become more convinced
that this university will rise amongst the world’s most
prestigious institutions of higher education, and that
Ewha as we know it today 1s not the achievernent of
a single individual but the work of God brought to us
with the prayers and sacrifice of all those who bear the
Ewha name.

This year we commemorate the 123rd anniversary of
the founding of Ewha as well as the 100th anniversary
of the death of Mary F. Scranton, who with her grand
vision lit the torch of education that enlightened Korean
women. From a humble beginning in 1886 with only
one student enrolled, Ewha has grown to become the
largest women’s university m the world with some
170,000 alumnae to date, The university will continue
its remarkable journey with its defining spirit of
challenge and innovation, sharing and service, and
giving and sacrifice.

Some of our latest achievements demonstrate the
excellence of Ewha University as a research-oriented
institution. As many as nine of our research project
groups have won grants under the World Class
University program, which will fund collaborations
with  four Webel laureates including Dr. George F
Smoot, one of the two winners of the 2006 Nobel Prize
in Physics. Through such joint academic endeavors
with world’s leading scholars, Ewha hopes to further
strengthen its capabilities of creative research.

Ewha is also working on expanding its campus.
Under construction is the Education and Research
Complex in Paju where we are planning to build the
World Peace Center. Paju is a town situated near the
DMZ, the symbol of the world’s only divided nation.
The particular location of the World Peace Center
will amplify our message of peace and justice to the
global community. By establishing an institution that
envisions peace and the common good of humanity in
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such a unique site of geopolitical tension, Ewha will carry
on its strong commitment to educating and training women
to serve others with compassion and to bring greater peace
to the world.

The Chosun Daily and the UK ratings agency Q8 jointly
conducted for the first time the Asia University Ranking this
vear, and Ewha came out fourth amengst its peers in Korea.
I firmly believe that there is no gain without hard work,
and no future without preparation. Our achievement as
recognized in the university ranking was possible because
we had wisely and consistently invested im makimg Ewha
more international and also because we had been preparing
for the future by building our academic network and research
infrastructure,

As we rise to prominence amongst institutions of higher
leaming, more and more leaders from across the globe are
coming to visit us. In last February we welcomed Hillary
Clinton, the U.S. Secretary of State, to our campus where
she met with over 3,000 students. [ was proud to witness
the dialogue between Mrs. Clinton and our students, all
conducted in English. The scene struck me as a proof of
how truly global Ewha has become. The special occasion
was covered in the White House blog as well as by various
intemational media outlets, including the WYT, AFP and
AP Secretary of State Hillary Clinton graciously accepted
the award of “Distinguished Honorary Ewha Fellow™ and
expressed her appreciation of the distinetion.

Building on our founding philosophy and the proud trajectory
of over 100 years, Ewha is working on a new chapter in
its history of a world-renowned women’s university taking
on bold forward-looking initiatives. Ewha will continue to
fulfill its mission and responsibilities as a member of our
society and of the global community, and go beyond that
to make our Initiative Ewha contribute to the wider world.
I urge Ewha alumnae to come together and contribute y our
passion, dedication, wisdom and strength so that your alma
mater can light up the way forward to a promising tomorrow,

I am most grateful to be a proud member of the Ewha
community, one which I hope will grow with love and
care for each other, Once again, I would like to express my
gratitude to the ever supportive alumnae in Morth America.
May God’s grace be withvou in all vour endeavors,
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